[Lymphoma of the nasal cavity, clinical and anatomo-pathologic considerations].
Six cases of high-grade lymphoma affecting the nasal cavity are presented. Their main symptoms were nasal obstruction, epistaxis and rhinorrea. Clinical exploration showed an ulcerated lesion in four patients (all of them T/NK cell lymphomas) and an exofitic tumour in the other two (B cell lymphomas). Pathology was diagnostic for high grade lymphoma in all the six cases, immunohistochemical studies revealed that the atypical cells were T/NK in 4 cases and B in the other two cases. Genotypic analysis was done looking for rearrangement of the genes for Ig H or T-cell receptors. In situ hybridisation was done to detect Epstein-Barr virus RNA. Malignant lymphomas arising in the nasal cavity are unusual, its major prognostic factor is the clinical stage at presentation. To perform an early diagnosis this neoplasia must be suspected in the presence of an exofitic tumour (B cell lymphoma) or necrotic and ulcerated lesion (T/NK cell lymphoma).